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TRBMDC Officers and           

Board of Directors  
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     aŀǊȅ {ǇŀǊƪǎ 

Our TRBMDC Summer Picnic had beautiful weather this year and a good 

turnout. The barbequed ribs were delicious again! We are very grateful for 

all the work both Mary and Dale did to make our picnic so special.  

 

We also had a good turnout on  September 13 for the AKC Canine Good     

Citizenship (CGC) Test at Harrison Hills Park.  Beth McGonigal of North 

Pittsburgh Animal  Behavior was the AKC CGC Examiner.  We had 4 dogs 

pass the Canine Good Citizen Test.  Bravissimo!  Whatôs  next for these pups 

é maybe Trick Dog Novice? 

 

We have our October 11th meeting coming up at Twin Lakes Park (Pavilion 4)    

starting at 1:00 p.m.  Becki Sarring, from our Club, will be discussing          

Therapy Dog work with us. We will also have doggie games and prizes.  Feel 

free to dress your Berner up for Halloween, if youôd like.  In the past, we 

have had lots of great costumes. Hope you can make it! 

 

It has been hard for Dolce and I since Joyce Freyôs passing on August 25th. 

We often visited her; and it is very strange not to be doing that anymore. 

Poco and I met Joyce back in March of 2016, when Poco was 9 months old. It 

wasnôt long before Joyce talked us into going to a TRBMDC meeting. I was 

encouraged to bring her back to the next meeting. Of course, Joyce also     

encouraged me to join and the rest is history.  We spent summer afternoons 

on her Joyceôs porch with Poco and Leika playing nearby. She would          

encourage me to train Poco, but life was still busy for me. We tried hooking 

her up to a cart once, but Poco needed me to move slowly on introducing her 

to the cart. Thatôs a nice way to say é it didnôt go well.  Joyce loved             

analyzing Poco and Dolce and always helped me with their training. We 

shared lots of laughs about our dogôs           

different capers. She loved her Berners and 

had many stories. I still canôt get over Joyce 

having 4 Berners at one time! We also 

talked about our horses. We miss Joyce very 

much, but I am so very grateful I met her 

and joined this wonderful club. You guys 

are a special group of people! 

 

See you at Twin Lakes Park - Pavilion 4 on 

October 11th at 1:00 p.m.  

 
 

TRBMDC President,    Karen Artuso 
 



 

 

Our Memorial Tribute to Joyce Frey (5/20/35 - 8/25/25)  

It is with a sad heart that I share that we lost one of our TRBMDC members.  Joyce Frey 
passed on August 25, 2025 at the wonderful age of 90 years old.  During the past couple of 
years, Joyce has had some health issues é causing her to miss some club events.  However, 
she remained a member and continued to get updates from Karen Artuso and myself.  Joyce 
lived a wonderful, long life full of love and lots of Berners!  Bet there was quite a pack of     
wiggle butts waiting anxiously at the Rainbow Bridge for her. 

Joyce was an expert at Drafting and held many Draft Workshops throughout the years.  
Many of us learned to draft é thanks to Joyce.  It was especially fun to watch Joyce with her 
two girls working as a brace team in the Pittsburgh Holiday Parade.  Joyce and Gene hosted 
many club functions at their home in Latrobe, including holiday bonfires , summer picnics, 
and even a Holiday Party sit down dinner in their long, living room.  We also shared great 
times at the National Specialties together.  Iôve gathered a collection of some of the memories 
of Joyce and her friends.    

мнκнфκнллт 
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 More Memories of Joyce 
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Reflections of our Friend 
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ñI have so many happy memories of Joyce. She was my 
sponsor to join the club. We had many good times at 
her home that she hosted for the Club! She was a wealth 
of knowledge about Berners and was always eager to 
help and answer my many questions. I will always  
remember her carting with Bella and Ciara in the 
Christmas parades bringing joy with those beautiful 
dogs to everyone who saw them!  I know she is in 

Heaven hugging them right now!!!ò                                                                                
Rest in Peace é Dear Joyce      Cathy Barth  

 

ñSo sorry to hear 
this. Joyce was so 
good to me when I 
started carting.ò   
 Karen Benson 

 

млκннκнллс 

лрκнлκнллт 

млκннκнллс 

млκмфκнллу 

ñJoyce was such a 
Berner lover.  She was 
a patient draft          

instructor é even with 
Clarice and me!  
Thanks to Beverly, 
Debbie and Joyce, I fell 
in love with Chewy. 
Joyceôs star is shining 
from Heaven.ò                              
xx Gwen Geis 

ñJoyce was so kind to me, always 
so friendly and welcoming! I will 
miss her, but I am so grateful for 
the time I was able to spend with 
her at Club meetings and 

events.ò       Amy Lindenfelder  

ñI met Joyce in an obedience class in 1994, she was training her 
first Bernese Mountain Dog - Abby.  Joyce was determined and 
funny. I was training my Austrian Shephard (Cocoa) and      

waiting for my first Bernese from Mary Dawson.  Our friendship 
lasted over 30 years.  Some of my most notable memories include 
Joyce organizing a dog-themed surprise baby shower for me, her   
hosting numerous TRBMDC Christmas parties and picnics at her   
residence, as well as her first and only litter, which proved to be 
more involved than she anticipated.  Joyce would sometimes   
prepare for non-dog events by dressing in white and wearing a 
robe at home to ensure her clothes remained free of black, dog 
hair.    Thank you, Joyce, for all the wonderful memories.  You 

will never be forgotten éò    Denise Reardon   



 

 

Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Dog Club Meeting Minutes - August 16, 2025 

   Location: Mary & Dale Sparks Home, Georgetown, PA 

The following attendees were at the meeting: Karen Artuso, Paul, Andrea & 

Ethan Bowman (HeidiJo), Rick & Carolyn Cannon (Lucy), Bruce Lanke & Julie 

Young (Maddie), Bert & Linda Klei (Enzo & Etta),  Kristy & Randy Lewis (Ansley), 

Randy & Gigi Lough (Quest), Tracy Low - visitor (Luna & Rusty), Gus McBride & 

Tracy Sweeney (Ursa), Jim Meyer, Mary & Dale Sparks (Shania & Jackson), Bill 

& Donna Stayduhar, Marty & John Sutton (Roxey), and Donna Millburn. 

 

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT:   President, Karen Artuso 

Welcome to the TRBMDC Annual Summer Picnic!  

We are so grateful that Mary and Dale were willing to host the summer picnic 

again this year.  We have a beautiful, shaded tent to keep us cool; and both Mary and Dale have been busy 

cooking for all of us! After a brief meeting and voting of new members, we will begin with a delicious luncheon 

prepared by all of you, followed by games and fun photos.  Linda Klei will be running the games.  And a special 

thanks to Gus McBride and Tracy Sweeney, who agreed to take candid and posed photos. There is a doggie 

pool and splash pad for the Berners to enjoy. 

Todayõs raffle basket will benefit the TRBMDC Club expenses.  In the basket, there is an authentic cow bell 

from Switzerland, Berner coffee and dog treats, a Berner wind spinner, sunflower dog toys, treats, prime rib 

doggie ice cream mix, and a Berner car coaster.  The money raised will help to offset Club expenses for guest      

speakers, pavilions and facility rentals, the new 2025 Directory, refreshments for all gatherings, etc. Ticket 

cost is 1 ticket for $2.oo, 3 for $5.00 and an arm length special (using Bertõs long arm) for $10.00. 

Everyone in attendance was reminded to sign in on the attendance sheet on the table with the raffle baskets. 

Also nametags are available for you and your dogõs name.  

A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes from the June 7, 

2025 meeting, as printed in the July/August Incline. 

 

REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT:  Vice President, Donna Millburn  

A schedule of the meetings and off-month activities was posted in the Incline 

and provided in a .pdf format for printing. Lot of great activities are planned, 

so reserve the dates. 

 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY / ELECTIONS / MEMBERSHIP: Secretary, Amy Lindenfelder  

Today, we will be voting on two new Household Memberships - Kristy & Randy Lewis and Scot, Barbara, Eva, 

and Andrew Gordon.  A ballot was used and both applications were discussed and approved by our members.    

Jim Meyer tallied the ballots.  Kristy and Randy Lewis were welcomed as members.  Scot and Barbara Gordon 

were not in attendance, but will be notified and welcomed by Karen Artuso into membership. 

 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER:  Treasurer, Ralph Artuso 

Checking Account Balance as of 6/30/25 is $3,786.50 and as of 7/31/25 ðis  $3,801.50.  (A few bills are 

still outstanding from food, speakers and park rentals.) 

Rescue Account Balance as of 6/30/25 is $4,556.55.  As of  7/31/25 - $4,256.55.  We continue to make 

good use of our rescue funds to assist active, Berner Rescue organizations in need of financial support. 

(Continued on next page) 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

AKC CORRESPONDENCE: KAREN ARTUSO   No report 

PASSIVE RESCUE:  JULIA AIRGOOD   

REGIONAL CLUB COUNCIL:   JOYE NEFF   No report 

PERFORMANCE EVENTS:  No report 

TRBMDC WEBSITE:  DENISE REARDON       No report  

FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM: AMY LINDENFELDER

 Check out the Agility video! 

NEWSLETTER (TRBMDC INCLINE): DONNA MILLBURN  

Please forward your favorite .jpg photos to Donna Millburn at Dmillb@comcast.net for inclusion in the Incline.  

In addition, we started to highlight different members and their furry friends in the Incline. 

PUPPY REFERRAL: KAREN ARTUSO        There was one request in July - a first time owner, who showed interest 

in our Club. 

AWARDS: JULIA AIRGOOD No report 

SUNSHINE:  GWEN GEIS No report 

 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS:   No report 

In April, Beth McGonigal was the presenter and discussed/

demonstrated the skills required for the AKC CGC Test. The same 

skills are good manners for dogs.  Beth McGonigal will be back on 

September 13 at Harrison Hills Park to conduct AKC CGC Testing.  

So start practicing!  Itõs a chance for you to try to get a title on your 

Berner. 

We had a great time at Splashõn Dash on July 30.  Julia Airgood was 

our Agility instructor. Everyone in attendance had a chance to try the 

equipment. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

TRBMDC Officers / Board Positions:  Cathy Barth  is working hard with her Committee to determine nominees 

for the election to be held at the December meeting. 

NEXT EVENT / MEETING:    

The Clubõs next gathering will be held on September 13 at Harrison Hills Park - Wake Robin Pavilion. AKC CGC 

Tests will be given by Beth McGonigal. It is our off month, so no meeting will be held.  If you missed the April 

CGC Workshop, you still can take the test.  A flyer will be provided to communicate the details. 

Our next formal meeting will be on  October 11th at Twin Lakes Park - Pavilion 4. Becki Sarring, one of our 

members, will be leading the discussion on Therapy Dogs. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Mary Sparks and seconded by Julie Young . 

      Respectfully Submitted by Amy Lindenfelder 
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Great Memories from our Annual Summer Picnic  
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Berner People Make the Best Friends 
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Smile and Show Your Pearly Whites! 



 

 

Getting to Know You é Welcome to our New Members 

Scot, Barbara, Eve and Andrew Gordon 
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Welcome to the Gordons, who were voted into 
TRBMDC membership in August, 2025.  We 
first met them at the Hartwood Dog Walk in 
February, 2024. They also attended the Winery 

gathering in July, 2024 and the Agility            
Workshop at Splashõn Dash in July, 2025.   

They have a wonderful boy named òMessyó, who 
is five years old and appears to be a gentle   
giant. As you can see, he is well loved by all.  

The Gordons live in Gibsonia, PA. 

The Gordons are interested in Obedience, 
Drafting, Health, Agility and Therapy.                  

Welcome to the Club, and we are excited to see 
you at more of our meetings and events.  

Welcome to Kristy and Randy, who were also 
voted into membership in August, 2025.  We 
first met Kristy and Randy at the Hartwood 
Dog Walk in February, 2024 also.  Since then, 
they have attended numerous events, the Farm 
Dog Practice in April, 2024, the St. Patrickõs 
Parade in March, 2025, the BMDCA National 
Specialty in Gettysburg in May, 2025, and our 

Summer Picnic in August, 2025.  

Kristy and Randy show their love through          
rescuing animals.  In fact, their three Berners 
(Abby, Ansley, and Charlie) have all been 

adopted.  And if three Berners donõt produce 
enough dog hair, they also have two Golden  
Retrievers!  They live near Morgantown, West 
Virginia and travel to many gatherings. 

Kristy and Randy are interested in Obedience,  
Agility, Therapy and Drafting.  Welcome to the 

Club and see you soon! 

Kristy and Randy Lewis 



 

 

 

TRBMDC Meeting and                                         

Therapy Dog Program 

Twin Lakes Park - Pavilion 4 

Saturday, October 11 (1:00 p.m.) 

194 Donohoe Road, Greensburg, PA  15601 

GPS Address: 219 Twin Lakes Road, Latrobe, PA  15650 

What:    TRBMDC October Meeting and Therapy Dog                                                                      

   Program      Visitors are Welcome ! 

Food:    Please plan to bring a Covered Dish or Dessert 
   of your choice     

 

Activities:     Brief TRBMDC Meeting 

  Therapy Program (Presenter - Becki Sarring) 

           Raffle to Benefit Rescue 

  Berner Games  

If you plan to attend, please R.S.V.P. to Donna Millburn at Dmillb@comcast.net                                           

no later than 10/9/25  

Directions to Twin Lakes Park - Pavilion 4: 

¶ Route 76 to Irwin Exit, Bear right to Route 30E 

¶ Follow Route 30 to Westmoreland Mall 

¶ Turn left at light by the mall onto Sheraton Dr. 

¶ Bear right before stop sign to get on Donohoe Rd. 

¶ Go about a mile to a 4 way stop sign 

¶ Turn left onto Georges Station Rd. (no street sign - but 

near beer distributor) 

¶ Go I mile & turn right on McWilliams Rd & go 1/2 mile 

¶ Turn right at the Twin Lakes Park - Pavilions 3-4-5 

¶ Go 1/2 mile & turn left for  Pavilions 3 & 4 

¶ Pavilion 4 is at top of the hill 
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CGC Testing and Trick Dog Workshop - September 13, Harrison Hills 

Hey ...Who is that sneaking a 
snack? Itõs 10 year old, Leizel! 


