
 

 

 

TRBMDC  Incline  
Official Newsletter of the Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Dog Club 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ tƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΥ 

¶ A Note from our President 

¶ 4/23/23 Meeting Minutes 

¶ ñWhat Canine Genetics Really 
Tell Usò  

¶ Friday, June 9th TRBMDC 
Meeting, Pizza, Memorial 
Bench Visit, and Grooming 
Tips 

¶ Saturday, July 22 at The 
Greenhouse Winery - The 
Main Winery in Irwin 

¶ Sunday, August 13 Meeting 
and Summer Picnic at Settlers 
Cabin Park - Iroquois Pavilion 

¶ AKC 2023 Memorial Day 
Cluster Show 

¶ How Hot is Too Hot é         
for your Berner? 

¶ Happy Birthday to Admiral, 
Scarlet, and Poco 

¶ Berner Brags and Fun 

TRBMDC Officers and           

Board of Directors  

aŀȅ - WǳƴŜ нлно 

YŀǊŜƴ !ǊǘǳǎƻΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
     tΦhΦ .ƻȄ нпн 
     ¦ƴƛǘŜŘΣ t!  мрсфу 
     όпмнύ рул-улпт 
     ŀǊнǎƻϪȊƻƻƳƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΦƴŜǘ 
 

5ƻƴƴŀ aƛƭƭōǳǊƴΣ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎΦ  
ŀƴŘ !ŎǝƴƎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
    смр DƭŜƴƎŀǊȅ 5ǊƛǾŜ 
    tƛǧǎōǳǊƎƘΣ t!  мрнмр 
    όпмнύ ррф-рсрр 
    5ƳƛƭƭōϪŎƻƳŎŀǎǘΦƴŜǘ 
 

!Ƴȅ [ƛƴŘŜƴŦŜƭŘŜǊΣ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 
     мунр tŀǊƪ /ƛǊŎƭŜ 5ǊƛǾŜ 
     DƭŜƴǎƘŀǿΣ t! мрммс 
     όсмтύ псн-осрр 
     !ƳȅΦƭƛƴŘŜƴŦŜƭŘŜǊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

 
.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΥ 
     WƻȅŎŜ CǊŜȅ 
     /ŀǘƘȅ .ŀǊǘƘ 
     WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭōǳǊƴ 
     5ŜƴƛǎŜ wŜŀǊŘƻƴ 
     aŀǊȅ {ǇŀǊƪǎ 

Spring is here and summer isnõt far away. Summer will mean our Berners will slow down 

due to the heat. There will be less morning zoomies. I will have to remember to pack a 

thermos with cool water in it for Poco when we travel.  

 

Summer does mean swimming é and Poco 

now loves to swim! As a pup she loved            

splashing in the shallow water of the lake. As a 

one year old, she was very unsure of                

swimming. I didnõt blame her! Her butt sank! 

Before Poco we had Golden Retrievers or 

Newfs, who are born knowing how to swim! I 

got her a dog swimmy; and she caught on that 

summer. Her swimmy was simple and not  

expensive. However had I been taking Poco on 

a motorboat, I would have spent a little more!  

 

In April, Dr. Bert Klei did a great job explaining the different DNA tests. I was curious 

about these tests, because Pocoõs Dad died of cancer shortly after we got her. He was 

only two years old. Bert explained that yes the DNA tests can indicate if a dog carries a 

trait for cancer, but that doesnõt necessarily mean my dog will get cancer. There are so 

many variables that itõs not a simple answer. Breeders wonõt likely breed two dogs who 

both have the markers for a health issue, thus lowering the chances of the pups          

inheriting that health issue. The tests give us valuable information é and maybe in time 

the tests will continue to become more detailed and even more informative.  

Bert, once again, recommended that each of us enter our dogs into the Berner-Garde 

Database. The Berner-Garde Database is an extensive collection of health and pedigree 

information on Bernese Mountain Dogs that has been compiled for over 40 years by 

breeders and owners across the world. This database allows researchers, breeders, and 

fanciers of Bernese Mountain Dogs access to the most extensive collection of health and 

pedigree information available. Anyone is welcome and encouraged to create a profile for 

their Berner, add health certifications, pedigree information, litters, photos and, most 

importantly, update the database with all health issues and if at all possible, age and 

cause of death. All pure bred Bernese are welcome to be entered into the database. Your 

dog does not need to be registered with any breed club and can be a rescue. To access 

the database, go to: www.bernergarde.org/home/. 

I look forward to seeing you at Monroeville Park on Friday June 9 at 5:00 p.m. for our 

June meeting, pizza, dog walk to see the TRBMDC Memorial Bench and Grooming Tips.  

Also mark your calendar for an informal Get Together on Saturday, July 22 at                      

The Greenhouse Winery - The Main Winery  (2155 Gracin Lane, Irwin, PA 15642) and the 

TRBMDC Summer Picnic on Sunday, August 13 at Settlerõs Cabin Park (608 Ridge Road, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15208. (See page 7 for details.)  

        

       Karen Artuso 



 

 

Page 2 

Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Dog Club Meeting Minutes  

                               Location: Ringers Pet Dog Training -  Natrona Hts., PA   Date: Sunday, April 23, 2023 

The following members and visitors were in attendance: Julia and Wayne Airgood, Karen Artuso (Poco), Cathy Barth & Jim 

Meyer, Paul/Andrea/Ethan Bowman (Heidi Jo), Richard/Caroline Cannon (Lucy), Bert/Linda Klei (Nelly & Enzo),  Mike Kosco 

(Harlee), Amy Lindenfelder, Dale/Mary Sparks, and Donna Millburn (Rayne). 

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT:   President, Karen Artuso 

Karen reflected on the passing of TRBMDC Member, Ken Cechman (77) on 3/20/23.  Kenny was a very dear friend to 

many of us.  Karen shared a recent memory of when Kenny showed up early last spring to Monroeville Park to help set up 

for the meeting.  Kenny often did nice things that flew under the radar, but were truly appreciated by his friends. 

Karen also thanked Dr. Bert Klei for his very informative talk on òWhat Canine Genetic Tests Really Tell Usó. 

REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT:  Vice President, Donna Millburn ð No report, but introductions made of todayõs visitors. 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER:  Treasurer, Amy Lindenfelder 

Checking Account Balance $ 4,184.66  Rescue Account Balance $ 612.59 

We are pleased to report that we have received most of our 2023 Club dues. We are working on the stragglers. We have 50 

members counting each of the household members.  We want our Club to be strong and helpful to those interested in 

Bernese Mountain Dog Members. COVID hit us hard, but we are rebuilding and continuing to be an active club. 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY/ELECTIONS:  Acting Secretary, Donna Millburn  

Members and visitors were reminded to sign the attendance sheet  Visitors were asked to provide their email address to be 

included on our newsletter òThe Inclineó mailing list.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

AKC CORRESPONDENCE: Secretary - No report 

AWARDS:  Karen Artuso ð No report 

FACEBOOK:  Emily Nebiolo - No report 

HEALTH: Emily Nebiolo - No report  

INSTAGRAM: Amy Lindenfelder - A membership application was received today from Richard and Caroline Cannon.  Sponsor 

sheets will be completed; and we will be ready to vote them into membership at the next meeting. 

MEMBERSHIP: Amy Lindenfelder - No report  

NEWSLETTER (TRBMDC INCLINE): Donna Millburn - Looking for your photos and/or articles for The Incline.  Emqil .jpg              

images to Dmillb@comcast.net. 

PUPPY REFERRAL: Karen Artuso / Joyce Frey - We continue to receive puppy and breeder request and are working to      

update our breeder recommendations. 

REGIONAL CLUB COUNCIL:  Joye Neff - No report 

RESCUE: Julia Airgood -  Heart of Michigan continues to need volunteers for fosters and transportation of Rescued Berners. 

As reported in the last Incline, Stella was adopted by Club Member, Heidi Pedicone and her family.   Harlee was adopted by 

Mike and Jane Kosco; and she is at todayõs meeting. A T-shirt sale and raffles in support of rescue efforts will be held at 

todayõs meeting. 

SUNSHINE:  Gwen Geis ð No report 

TRBMDC WEBSITE:  Denise Reardon - No report 

OLD  BUSINESS:  The engraved bench slats for the TRBMDC Memorial Bench are installed -  yay! 

NEW BUSINESS:  None. 

NEXT MEETING:  FRIDAY, June 9 at Monroeville Park - Pavilion #1 (5:00 - 8:00 p.m.) Monroeville Recreation & Parks             

provided the pavilion at no cost to the Club due to our recent purchase of the memorial bench. Check the Incline for details. 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made and seconded.              Respectfully Submitted, Donna Millburn, Acting Secretary 
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òWhat Can Canine Genetic Tests Really Tell Us?ó 

Dr. Bert Klei discussed the genetic 

tests that have become available 

for our dogs and what can be 

learned from them.  He provided 

some background on the tests and 

shared how to interpret the results.   

There are a couple of new genetic 

tests designed for early cancer   

detection (NyQ and Onco.K9).  
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