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Even though we are well into the New Year, I want to step back and remind you of the 

changes that have occurred in the TRBMDC Board. Retiring from the Board were          

Karen Artuso (President), Donna Milburn (Vice-President), and two of our board members 

at large - Cathy Barth and Mary Sparks. The Club is greatly indebted to all the work they 

have done to keep the club running in the years since Covid.  At the December annual 

meeting, the following members were elected to replace them:  Julie Young, Marty Sutton, 

and Donna Milburn (Board Members at large), Karen Artuso (Vice-President), and Bert 

Klei (President). For Julie and Marty, this is their first stint on the Board; and we welcome 

them to learn about the administration of the Club.  Bert moved from Board member at 

large to President. We are well into our program of focusing on Berners as working dogs.  

As such, we want our dogs to be the focus of our meetings and want them to be physically 

and mentally active at our meetings and gatherings. 

 

We visited Hartwood Acres on February 21 and took our dogs on a long dog walk to the     

mansion. This turned into a 3 mile hike. Needless to say, the pups were tired when they 

got home.  We had a nice turn out of 24 members and visitors join us for the walk. 

 

On March 14, a few of us brought our Berners (dressed in their Irish attire) to walk in the 

St. Patrickõs Day Parade in downtown Pittsburgh. This was a joint event with the Berners 

of Pittsburgh Facebook group. The crowd estimate to watch the parade was close to a 

quarter of a million people. When they saw our group of 13 Berners coming, many spilled 

into the street to pet our dogs. Berners being Berners é they wondered why all these   

people were there just for them and gave them all the love they could give.  Another day, 

where the dogs were very tired when they got home. A tired Berner is a good Berner! 

 

On April 25, our Club meeting and dog walk was held in the Lone Pines Shelter in North 

Park. What started off as a wet and dreary day in April ended up being dry in the                 

afternoon. This was, again, a well-attended event of 26 people (eight of whom were     

welcomed visitors and their Berners). After the brief club meeting, a few of us took a lap 

through the park. Others stayed at the pavilion to give all the young puppies a lot of love 

and socialization. 

 

Finally, a topic that we need to think about for the future of our Club. Last year the Club 

generated approximately $1600 in income from membership dues and donations; and we 

spent nearly $2700. This is something that we cannot sustain. The board is committed to 

look at the expense side of the ledger and make cuts where appropriate to get this in  

balance with our income.  In addition, we have added Venmo as a payment option for  

buying raffle tickets to make purchasing tickets a bit easier. We hope to offer Venmo as 

an alternative payment option for paying TRBMDC membership dues in the future. 

 

Take a look at the enclosed TRBMDC calendar for upcoming events and reserve the dates 

to enjoy time with your Berners é and also meet new Berner lovers. They are the only 

ones that understand that no recipe is complete without some Berner hair, an added   

delicacy. 

 

Give your Berners a hug. 

 

Best, 

Bert Klei 

TRBMDC President 



 

 

Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Dog Club Meeting Minutes  

  February 21, 2026 -  Hartwood Acres (2:00 p.m.)    

The following attendees were at the meeting:  

Julia Airgood (Remi & Margo), Karen Artuso (Dolce), Paul /Andrea/Ethan Bowman (Heidi Jo), Denni Chiappetta (visitor & 

Rio), Bert & Linda Klei (Enzo & Etta), Randy/Kristi Lewis (Ansley), Amy Lindenfelder, Randy/Gigi Lough (Quest), Bruce   

Lanke & Julie Young (Maddie), Karen Maravich ( Fiona), Marty Sutton (Roxey), and Gus McBride and Tracy Sweeney (Ursa).         

The following visitors were also present: Lauren Burke (Arrow), Pam Herbert (Maizee), and Todd/Jess & son Rikstad 

(Bebe).   

 

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT:   President, Bert Klei 

The December meeting minutes were approved .  The motion to accept was made by Karen Artuso and 2nd by 

Marty Sutton. 

Club meetings: Activities will be first, followed by the meetings.  The goal is to make the dogs tired.  Meetings 

will be held in different areas of the city to reach all areas with Berner owners. 

Financial situation:  Last yearõs income was $1600, last yearõs expenses were $2700.  Goals are to spend less 

on food. And secondly to study and pursue new insurance (more appropriate for our Club). 

 

REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT:  Vice President, Karen Artuso - No report. 

 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY / ELECTIONS / MEMBERSHIP: Secretary, Amy  

The TRBMDC membership voted on Denni Chiappetta .  Denniõs Sponsors were Donna Millburn and                  

Julia Airgood.  She was unanimously accepted into membership. 

 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER:  Treasurer, Ralph Artuso    

Checking Account Balance in the Main Checking Account is $3,081.71. 

Rescue Account Balance in the Rescue Account is $3800.71. 

In addition, the Club Venmo has been set up. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

AKC CORRESPONDENCE: KAREN ARTUSO  - No report 

PASSIVE RESCUE:  JULIA AIRGOOD 

There is a 3 year old Berner named Reese that needs a home.   Mimi, a three year old, has been adopted and 

a re-home is in process.  And Delia is being fostered by the Rosenthals.  The heart surgery was $9000.  The 

Club donated $500 and wants to send more.  

REGIONAL CLUB COUNCIL:   JOYE NEFF  - No report 

PERFORMANCE EVENTS:  JULIA AIRGOOD - No report 

TRBMDC WEBSITE:  DENISE REARDON  - No report  
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FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM: AMY LINDENFELDER - No report 

NEWSLETTER (TRBMDC INCLINE): DONNA MILLBURN  

Please forward your favorite .jpg photos to Donna Millburn at Dmillb@comcast.net for inclusion in the Incline.   

Donna would appreciate some help with the Incline for article design, articles, photos, etc.  Kristi Lewis agreed 

to assist.  Other volunteers are welcome. 

PUPPY REFERRAL: KAREN ARTUSO   Two requests in the past two months.   

AWARDS: JULIA AIRGOOD No report 

SUNSHINE:  GWEN GEIS No report 

 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS:  None 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Joye Neff is holding another fundraiser. A goal has been set for $30,000.  As always, donations are                       

appreciated.  The challenge is to get every BMDCA Club member to make a donation  TRBMDC will be making 

a $50 donation.   

A TRBMDC basket is being raffled at todayõs meeting.  

   

NEXT EVENT / MEETING:   Saturday, April 25 (2:00 p.m.), Drafting Workshop at Karen Artusoõs Farm.  

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made and 2nd to adjourn the meeting. 

 

        Respectfully Submitted by Amy Lindenfelder 
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Hartwood Acres Winter Dog Walk and Meeting - 2/21/26  
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On Saturday, February 21, TRBMDC returned to Hartwood Acres for our traditional, Winter Dog Walk.  We 

even found a leftover snow mound to pose by for the group photo.  We had a great turnout and even the 

weather cooperated for a February Dog Walk.  TRBMDC welcomed some visitors as well -  Lauren Burke 

(Arrow), Pam Herbert (Maizee), and Todd/Jess & son Rikstad (Bebe).   

During the meeting, the membership voted on Denni Chiappetta; and she was unanimously voted into           

membership.  We are glad to have Denni join our Club after recently moving back to the Pittsburgh area.  

Denni previously held positions in the Lone Star Bernese Mountain Dog Club and is also an active member of 

BMDCA. We look forward to Denni and Rioõs participation in TRBMDC activities. Denni has enjoyed Drafting 

and Therapy work with her other Berners. 

Following the meeting, hot chocolate and cookies were served.  Then the caravan of Berners enjoyed a walk 

in the beautiful, 629 acre park and even walked up to the Mansion and Stable areas. The 31 room, Tudor-

style Mansion was built in 1929 by Mary Flinn Lawrence, a Pittsburgh philanthropist. 

A fun day was had by all and was a welcome relief to the cold and nasty winter of 2025-26. 



 

 

Page 5

Hartwood Acres Dog Walk  
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Celebrating the Green é Happy St. Patrickõs Day 

Again this year, TRBMDC was invited by the Berners of Pittsburgh to participate in 

Pittsburghõs St. Patrickõs Day Parade.  The Pittsburgh Parade is one of the oldest and 

largest in the U.S. with roots dating back to at least 1869.  It ranks as the third      

largest nationally and attracts 200,000ñ350,000 spectators to downtown                  

Pittsburgh.   

You will notice that we had a nice representation in this yearõs parade.  What a      

wonderful time to dress up our Berners in green and share our beautiful breed with 

the city of Pittsburgh.  Everyone is a little bit Irish on St. Patrickõs Day é even our 

Swiss Berners! 
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Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Dog Club Meeting Minutes  

  April 25, 2026 North Park -  Lone Pine Shelter (3:00 p.m.)    

The following attendees were at the meeting:  

Julia Airgood (Remi & Margo), Karen Artuso, Scot/Eve/Andrew Gordon (Messy), Bert & Linda Klei (Enzo & Etta), Mike & Jane 

Kosko (Harlee & Bruno), Bruce Lanke & Julie Young (Maddie), Karen Maravich (Fiona), Donna Millburn (Dawson), Marty  

Sutton (Roxey), and Gus McBride & Tracy Sweeney (Ursa). The following visitors were also present: Steele & Kelsey           

Humphries (puppy), David & Beth Herr (Everlee & Summit), Chris/Sarah/Ellie/Jack Irvin (Berner), and Kent & Colleen OõNeill 

(Islay). 

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT:   President, Bert Klei 

The February, 2026 meeting minutes were approved .  The motion to accept was made by Jeff Rosenthal and 

2nd by Karen Artuso. 

¶ Bert reminded everyone that we should remember not to feed random dog snacks without first asking per-

mission of the owner.  Some of our dogs do have food allergies; and we want to avoid aggravating them.  

¶ We should also make sure that your dogs do not drink from communal bowls.  Diseases, such as Kennel 

Cough, is highly contagious and can be spread this way. 

¶ In North Park, a leash law is in effect.  Also, please clean up after your dog even in the woods.  It is better for 

the environment.   

 

REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT:  Vice President, Karen Artuso - No report. 

 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY / ELECTIONS / MEMBERSHIP: No report.  

 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER:  Treasurer, Ralph Artuso    

Checking Account Balance in the Main Checking Account as of 4/1/26 is $3,827.71 

Rescue Account Balance in the Rescue Account as of 4/1/26 is $3,136.76 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

AKC CORRESPONDENCE: KAREN ARTUSO  - No report 

PASSIVE RESCUE:  JULIA AIRGOOD 

¶ Kona, a three year old rescue, was placed with Jeff and Carolina Moran 

¶ Bruno is currently being fostered by Mike and Jane Kosko.  Bruno has been diagnosed with PDA (Patent 

Ductus Arteriosus).  He is a sweet male puppy, but will be placed with another foster prior to his operation.   

¶ Cupid is a rescue Berner with a diagnosis of  Sub-Aortic Stenosis awaiting placement.  Also available soon 

will be two Berner breeding females being placed through the Great Pyrenees Club.   

REGIONAL CLUB COUNCIL:   JOYE NEFF  - No report 

PERFORMANCE EVENTS:  JULIA AIRGOOD - There will be a Draft Workshop at Karen Artusoõs farm on Saturday, 

May 9 starting at 2:00 p.m. 

TRBMDC WEBSITE:  DENISE REARDON  - No report, but everything is updated.   

 

 



 

 

Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Dog Club Meeting Minutes (contõd.) 

 

FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM: AMY LINDENFELDER - No report 

NEWSLETTER (TRBMDC INCLINE): DONNA MILLBURN  

Please forward your favorite .jpg photos to Donna Millburn at Dmillb@comcast.net for inclusion in the Incline.  

Donna will pick up working on the Inline after taking a break for Rayneõs litter of seven puppies.  Anyone who is 

willing to write an article about todayõs meeting and walk would gladly be appreciated.  Also any photo of todayõs 

activities should be sent to Donnaõs attention at Dmillb@comcast.net.   

Also Donna has been successfully submitting postings on the Berners of Pittsburgh site with the approval of   

Bruna Kramer.   

PUPPY REFERRAL: KAREN ARTUSO   Two requests in the past two months.   

AWARDS: JULIA AIRGOOD No report 

SUNSHINE:  GWEN GEIS No report 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS:   

Club Insurance - The Board is still looking into our current Insurance policy versus other comparable companies 

and policies.  We have one quote and are looking for additional quotes.  Our current insurance policy covers the 

Club, but not the individual officers and Board members.  We would like the new policy to cover both.  We will 

likely not save money with a new policy, but the coverage will be more comprehensive.   

Calendar -  The program for the year has been completed, except for the end of year Holiday Party and annual 

meeting in December.  We are still looking for an accommodation that preferably allows dogs to attend.   

Upcoming Events - 

¶ May 9 - Drafting Workshop at Artusoõs Farm 

¶ June 27 - Farm Dog Workshop and June TRBMDC Meeting 

¶ July 18 - Ice Cream Social and Dog Walk in South Park 

NEW BUSINESS: 

¶ Members got reminded that the online apparel shop is open until April 27, so get your orders in. 

¶ Todayõs raffle basket will go to Rescue. 

BRAGS: 

¶ Donna Millburn bragged about Rayneõs litter of 7 puppies born on 1/21/26. Club members - Airgoods (f), 

Sparks (m), and Reardon (m) all got littermates to Donnaõs puppy, Dawson (m). 

¶ Margo Airgood earned her MJP2 (Masters Excellent Jumpers Preferred 2), MXP2 (Masters Excellent Standard 

Preferred 2) , MFP (Masters Fast Preferred) and MXPB title - Master Bronze Agility Preferred. She also 

bragged on her new puppy, Dessa. 

¶ Bert and Linda bragged on Enzo and Etta passing their Advanced Canine Good Citizenõs Test.  Also Etta is 

within two field hours of being able to do her Therapy Dog Test. 

   

NEXT EVENT / MEETING:   Saturday, April 25 (2:00 p.m.), Drafting Workshop at Karen Artusoõs Farm.  

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made and 2nd to adjourn the meeting. 

         

        Respectfully Submitted by Amy Lindenfelder 

Page 9 

mailto:Dmillb@comcast.net


 

 

North Park Dog Walk and April Meeting  
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North Park Dog Walk and April Meeting  
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What is a Patent Ductus Arteriosus (PDA)  

A PDA is a common, often inherited congenital heart defect where a fetal blood vessel fails to close after birth, 

causing blood to overload the lungs. It allows blood to shunt abnormally between the aorta and the pulmonary 

artery. 

 

Symptoms: Puppies may be small/stunted, tire easily, cough, rapid breathing or exhibit a machinery-like heart 

murmur. 

 

Diagnosis: Vet usually suspects it during a physical exam, definitive diagnosis is made with an echocardiog-

raphy. (heart ultrasound) 

 

Treatment: By surgical correction, a minimally invasive catheter is passed through the groin with a ductal    

occlude device or trans arterial coil. Or a Thoracotomy incision is made between the ribs to close the vessel 

and tied off with sutures. It should be done as soon as possible to prevent heart damage. If done before heart 

failure, the success rate is very high, and prognosis is a normal life. If left untreated, mortality rate is 50% in 

the first year. This is more common in females and small breeds. 

 

Breeds at risk: Pomeranians, Maltese, Poodles, Bichon Frise, Chihuahua, and German Shepherds.  

 

However, we have been noticing an influx of cases in some of our recent Bernese Mountain Dog rescues, 

which is why we are sharing it with you. 
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Rescue Corner        (written by Julia Airgood) 

 
Deliaôs Full Heart Circle Story é and then some 
 
Central PA Humane Society reached out to us about a female, 6-month Berner   

puppy. She had a PDA grade level 1-2. We were told if her PDA could be repaired, 

there would be no limitations on her life expectancy.  However if left untreated, her 

life expectancy would only be a year and a half. A PDA repair costs about $7,000 to 

$8,000 for the procedure.  This is not a cost TRBMDC would financially be able to 

handle. 

 

We reached out to National Bernese Mountain Dog Rescue Network (NBMDRN). 

Terri McDerrmott agreed to assist without hesitation. Medical fosters can be       

difficult to find. Thankfully, Lynn and Jeff Rosenthal, from our Club, agreed to foster  

Delia. Lynn and Jeff wanted to give back, because one of their Greyhound rescues 

was a medically fostered prior to their adoption. Delia had already been spayed and 

an Echocardiogram was performed by the shelter. We picked up Delia on December 

1 and were greeted by a puppy with a sweet personality. It didnõt take long to realize 

other issues. At her first Vet check, Delia tested positive for Lyme and Giardia. The 

PDA treatment had to be delayed by a month until the other  issues were resolved.     

Deliaõs heart murmur was reevaluated at Blue Pearl to be a grade level 4. She would 

need to kept on the calmer side without exerting herself too much. Thatõs a difficult 

task for a puppy. Delia was relinquished by Amish breeders; we are unsure of her background. We were told by the 

shelter that she was to be used in their breeding program, but her òpounding heartbeató didnõt go away.  She was 

comfortable in a home situation. She was not house trained.  She also was insecure; however, very playful,                  

particularly with Rosenthalõs older boy Rookie. She loved to be loved. 

 

Finally after her Lyme and Giardia was clear; Delia was able to have her PDA surgery. Thankfully, she was able to 

have the procedure with the catheter through the groin. Delia needed to be kept calm for another two weeks, but 

unfortunately, she developed a seroma and needed another week to stay calm. Rosenthalõs did a wonderful job 

caring for Delia, not only medically, but helping her come a long way with learning how to be a dog. NBMDRN 

worked closely with Rosenthalõs through the whole process and the good news is Delia is ready for a furever home. 

NBMDRN found a home that had everything on the check list that was good for being the best fit home. She will 

have a 14-month-old Berner brother that will hopefully be able to keep up with her playfulness. 

 

As Deliaõs story was coming to a happy ending, Terri McDerrmott contacted us regarding another puppy in need. 

This time, it was an 8-week-old, male puppy from an Amish 

breeders from Sugarcreek, Ohio that also had a PDA 4/6 

grade level heart murmur.  Mike and Jane Kosco, whom have 

volunteered their help to transport for NBMDRN, agreed to 

foster. Brunoõs story is just at the beginning, but it is already 

looking a little more hopeful. The vet checked his murmur 

and downgraded it to a level 2. His cardiology consultation at 

Blue Pearl confirmed the diagnosis; and the PDA surgery will 

be scheduled in two months. 

 

We are thankful to NBMDRN for taking on these Berners in   

need of critical medical care.  As a small passive rescue club, 

TRBMDC continues to raise fund to assist rescue Berners.  

We raised $180 from a rescue raffle at our April, North Park               

meeting/walk that will be donated to NBMDRN for Brunoõs 

care. 
 

 

Lynn Rosenthal picking up 

Delia at the Humane Society 

in Altoona 

Bruno is the puppy (second on the left)                                  

with Mike and Jane Kosko 
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Rescue Corner (contõd.)      (written by Julia Airgood) 

Kona Gets a Fresh Start 
 

Konaõs family really struggled with needing to find Kona a new home. They tried re-homing her with a 

parent, but that wasnõt working out. Kona was in a home with three kids and when the fourth child came 

around it was a bit too much her. At first Kona was a great example of a dog around kids that they 

even got a second dog. It was the last addition that was over the top for her, and she started to snap at 

the kids. Kona at 3 years old was already well trained, spayed, UDT on shots, good with other dogs and 

cats. Just needing a quieter home. Jeff and Carolina Moran have rehomed a sweet girl before and 

timing was just right for them to welcome Kona into their home. Kona will enjoy being pampered as the 

only pet in the home and go for lots of walks. Kona seemed to fit in right away like it was meant to be. 
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Over the Rainbow Bridge 

Cathy Barth and Jim Meyer lost their precious Leisel on Christmas Day 2025.  For those of you who 

perhaps do not know Leiselõs story, she originally belonged to Bev and Ken Cechman.  Bev got her 

as a puppy from a breeder in Poland.  Unfortunately,  Bev passed in July, 2021 and Ken passed in 

March, 2023.  Sandi, Bevõs sister, was unable to keep her and turned to the Club to see if we could 

help find her a forever home.  Of course, we knew we could find a loving home for Leisel within the 

Club.  Cathy and Jim, without hesitation, agreed that they would love her like their own through her 

senior years.  It was a perfect fit!  Plus the Club got to continue to see Leisel at club gatherings, so it 

was a win/win for everyone.  Now, Leisel is in heaven with Bev and Ken once again.  

ñIf ever the Good Lord sent an angel to earth, it was Leisel,  She brought 

us joy everyday, from the time she came home with us.  She had the most 

beautiful soul.  Everyday was a gift with her.  Thank you, Leisel.                       

Run free sweet girl.  You are always in our hearts.ò                                                                            

        Cathy and Jim   

Leisel 

DOB 5/5/2015 

DOD 12/25/25 

Rest in Peace 

Sweet Girl   
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January thru April Birthday Hugs  

Happy 8th to Gabby Stonick/Heidenreich  4/3/2018 

Happy 7th to Lottie Thomas     2/13/2019 

Happy 5th to Heidi Jo Bowman 3/9/2021 

Happy 4th to Roxey Sutton       2/1/2022 

Happy 3rd to Buddy Sarring      3/23/2023 

Happy 3rd to Cabot Stonick/Heidenreich                    
         2/8/2023 

Happy 2nd to Dolce Artuso       2/19/2024 

 

Happy Birth Day to Dessa Airgood 

Happy Birth Day to Dawson Millburn 

Happy Birth Day to Hunter Sparks 

Happy Birth Day to Mozart Reardon  

1/21/2026 

Gabby 

Dessa Dawson Hunter Mozart 

Lottie 

Cabot 

Buddy 

Dolce 

Heidi Jo 

Roxey 


