TRBMDGC Incline:

Official Newsletter of the Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Dog Club
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Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Dog Club Meeting Minutes
February 21, 20264artwood Acres (2:00 p.m.)

Thefollowing attendees were at the meeting:

Julia Airgood (Remi & Margo), Karen Artuso (Dolce), Paul /Andrea/Ethan Bowman (Heidi Jo), Denni Chiappetta (visitor &
Rio), Bert & Linda Klei (Enzo & Etta), Randy/Kristi Lewis (Ansley), Amy Lindenfelder, Randy/Gigi Lough (Quest), Bruce
Lanke & Julie Young (Maddie), Karen Maravich ( Fiona), Marty Sutton (Roxey), and Gus McBride and Tracy Sweeney (Ursa).
The following visitors were also present: Lauren Burke (Arrow), Pam Herbert (Maizee), and Todd/Jess & son Rikstad

(Bebe)

REPORT OF THE PRESMI President, Bert Klei

The December meeting minutes were approved . The motion to accept was made by Karen Artuso and 2nd by
Marty Sutton.

Club meetings: Activities will be first, followed by the meetings. The goal is to make the dogs tired. Meetings
will be held in different areas of the city to reach all areas with Berner owners.

Financial sitwuation: Last yeards income was $1600,
on food. And secondly to study and pursue new insurance (more appropriate for our Club).

REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENE President, Karen ArtuseNo report.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY / ELECTIONS / MEMBERSHiIRry, Amy

The TRBMDC membership voted on Denni Chiappetta
Julia Airgood. She was unanimously accepted into membership.

REPORT OF THE TRERER Treasurer, Ralph Artuso
Checking Account Balance in the Main Checking Account is $3,081.71.
Rescue Account Balance in the Rescue Account is $3800.71.

In addition, the Club Venmo has been set up.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
AKC CORRESPONDENRKERENARTUSO No report
PASSIVE RESCURJLIA AIRGOOD

There is a 3 year old Berner named Reese that needs a home. Mimi, a three year old, has been adopted and
a re-home is in process. And Delia is being fostered by the Rosenthals. The heart surgery was $9000. The
Club donated $500 and wants to send more.

REGIONAL CLUB COUNCIOYE NEFFNo report
PERFORMANCE EVENTSLIA AIRGOGNo report
TRBMDC WEBSITEENISE REARDOMIo report




FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAMY LINDENFELDERO report
NEWSLETTER (TRBMDC INCLINENNA MILLBURN
Please forward your favorite .jpg photos to Donna Millburn Rimillb@comcast.netor inclusion in the Incline.

Donna would appreciate some help with the Incline for article design, articles, photos, etc. Kristi Lewis agreed
to assist. Other volunteers are welcome.

PUPPY REFERRAXAREN ARTUSO Two requests in the past two months.
AWARDSJIULIA AIRGOOD No report
SUNSHINEGWEN GEIS No report

UNFINISHED BUSINESS None

NEW BUSINESS:

Joye Neff is holding another fundraiser. A goal has been set for $30,000. As always, donations are
appreciated. The challenge is to get every BMDCA Club member to make a donation TRBMDC will be making

a $50 donation.
A TRBMDC basket is being raffled at todayds meeting.

NEXT EVENT /MEETING at ur day, April 25 (2:00 p.m.), Drafting
ADJOURNMENT motion was made and 2nd to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted by Am


mailto:Dmillb@comcast.net

Hartwood Acres Winter Dog Walk and Meeting - 2/21/26

On Saturday, February 21, TRBMDC returned to Hartwood Acres for our traditional, Winter Dog Walk. We
even found a leftover snow mound to pose by for the group photo. We had a great turnout and even the
weather cooperated for a February Dog Walk. TRBMDC welcomed some visitors as wallren Burke
(Arrow), Pam Herbert (Maizee), and Todd/Jess & son Rikstad (Bebe).

During the meeting, the membership voted on Denni Chiappetta; and she was unanimously voted into
membership. We are glad to have Denni join our Club after recently moving back to the Pittsburgh area.

Denni previously held positions in the Lone Star Bernese Mountain Dog Club and is also an active member of
BMDCA. We |l ook forward to Denni and Riods participa
and Therapy work with her other Berners.

Following the meeting, hot chocolate and cookies were served. Then the caravan of Berners enjoyed a walk
in the beautiful, 629 acre park and even walked up to the Mansion and Stable areas. The 31 room, Tudor
style Mansion was built in 1929 by Mary Flinn Lawrence, a Pittsburgh philanthropist.

A fun day was had by all and was a welcome relief to the cold and nasty winter of 2085




Hartwood Acres Dog Walk




Cel ebrating the Green

Again this year, TRBMDC was invited by the Berners of Pittsburgh to participate in
Pittsburghos St Patrickds Day Par adeé
largest in the U.S. with roots dating back to at least 1869. It ranks as the third
largest nationally and attracts 200,001 350,000 spectators to downtown
Pittsburgh.

You wi || notice that we had a nice r @
wonderful time to dress up our Berners in green and share our beautiful breed with
the city of Pittsburgh. Everyone i s
Swiss Berners!
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Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Dog Club Meeting Minutes

April 25, 2026 North Parkone Pine Shelter (3:00 p.m.)

Thefollowing attendees were at the meeting:

Julia Airgood (Remi & Margo), Karen Artuso, Scot/Eve/Andrew Gordon (Messy), Bert & Linda Klei (Enzo & Etta), Mike & Jane
Kosko (Harlee & Bruno), Bruce Lanke & Julie Young (Maddie), Karen Maravich (Fiona), Donna Millburn (Dawson), Marty
Sutton (Roxey), and Gus McBride & Tracy Sweeney (Ursa). The following visitors were also present: Steele & Kelsey
Humphries (puppy), David & Beth Herr (Everlee & Summit),

(Islay).
REPORT OF THE PRESNIX President, Bert Klei

The February, 2026 meeting minutes were approved . The motion to accept was made by Jeff Rosenthal and
2nd by Karen Artuso.

1 Bert reminded everyone that we should remember not to feed random dog snacks without first asking per-
mission of the owner. Some of our dogs do have food allergies; and we want to avoid aggravating them.

1 We should also make sure that your dogs do not drink from communal bowls. Diseases, such as Kennel
Cough, is highly contagious and can be spread this way.

1 In North Park, a leash law is in effect. Also, please clean up after your dog even in the woods. It is better for
the environment.

REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENE President, Karen ArtuseNo report.
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY / ELECTIONS / MEMBERSH|frt.

REPORT OF THE TRERER Treasurer, Ralph Artuso
Checking Account Balance in the Main Checking Account as of 4/1/26 is $3,827.71
Rescue Account Balance in the Rescue Account as of 4/1/26 is $3,136.76

COMMITTEE REPORTS
AKC CORRESPONDENKERENARTUSG No report
PASSIVE RESCUBJLIA AIRGOOD

1 Kona, a three year old rescue, was placed with Jeff and Carolina Moran

1 Bruno is currently being fostered by Mike and Jane Kosko. Bruno has been diagnosed with PDA (Patent
Ductus Arteriosus). He is a sweet male puppy, but will be placed with another foster prior to his operation.

1 Cupid is a rescue Berner with a diagnosis of Suétortic Stenosis awaiting placement. Also available soon
will be two Berner breeding females being placed through the Great Pyrenees Club.

REGIONAL CLUB COUNCIOYE NEFFNo report

PERFORMANCE EVENTSLIA AIRGOODO her e wi | | be a Draft Workshop at
May 9 starting at 2:00 p.m.

TRBMDC WEBSITERENISE REARDGMIo report, but everything is updated.



Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Dog Club M
FACEBOOK AND INSTABRAMY LINDENFELDERDO report
NEWSLETTER (TRBMDC INCLINENNA MILLBURN
Please forward your favorite .jpg photos to Donna Millburn Rtnillb@comcast.nefor inclusion in the Incline.
Donna wil | pick up working on the Inline after takir
willing to write an article about todayds meeting ar
activities should be sent to Donnads attention at Dr
Also Donna has been successfully submitting postings on the Berners of Pittsburgh site with the approval of
Bruna Kramer.
PUPPY REFERRAXAREN ARTUSO Two requests in the past two months.
AWARDSIJULIA AIRGOOD No report
SUNSHINEGWEN GEIS No report
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Club Insurance The Board is still looking into our current Insurance policy versus other comparable companies
and policies. We have one quote and are looking for additional quotes. Our current insurance policy covers the
Club, but not the individual officers and Board members. We would like the new policy to cover both. We will
likely not save money with a new policy, but the coverage will be more comprehensive.
Calendar- The program for the year has been completed, except for the end of year Holiday Party and annual
meeting in December. We are still looking for an accommodation that preferably allows dogs to attend.
Upcoming Events
1 May9-Drafting Workshop at Artusods Farm
1 June 27-Farm Dog Workshop and June TRBMDC Meeting
1 July 18-Ice Cream Social and Dog Walk in South Park
NEW BUSINESS:
1 Members got reminded that the online apparel shop is open until April 27, so get your orders in.
19 Todayds raffle basket will go to Rescue.
BRAGS:
9 Donna Millburn bragged about Rayneds | i-Aitgeods(fof 7 p
Sparks (m), and Reardon (m) al/l got |l ittermates to
1 Margo Airgoockarned her MJP2 (Masters Excellent Jumpers Preferred 2), MXP2 (Masters Excellent Standard
Preferred 2) , MFP (Masters Fast Preferred) aiiXPB title- Master Bronze Agility Preferred. She also
bragged on her new puppy, Dessa.
9 Bert and Linda bragged on Enzo and Etta passing th
within two field hours of being able to do her Therapy Dog Test.
NEXT EVENT /MEETING at ur day, April 25 (2:00 p.m.), Drafting

ADJOURNMENT motion was made and 2nd to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted by Am
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North Park Dog Walk and April Meeting




Three Rivers Bernese Mtn. Dog Club
Invites YOU and Your Berners to a

Draft Workshop

When:
What:

Where:

Saturday, May 9 (starting at 2:00 p.n.)

Draft Workshop (Julia Airgood)

Anyone interested in teaching your Berner to pull a cart or just learning
about Drafting should attend. It is a great bonding experience for
you and your Berner, plus it's lots of fun!

Basic training equipment, several carts and harnesses will be
available for practice. No prior experience is required.

Artuso’s Farm

Address: 2231 Brinkerton Rd., Greensburg, PA 15601
Take PA Turnpike to Greensburg Exit (Route 30) and follow GFS.

The yard area is completely fenced in. During the Drafting Workshop,

please plan to have your Berners on leash. There will be time for off-leash
pla uﬁer the workshop is completed. If your Berner does not play nicely
off ?eash or is in heat, please leave he/she home.

RSVP to Dmillb@comcast.net ... no later than May 6th

What to Bring:

Leash, lots of training treats, water, poop bags, and lawn chair.

A light snack will be provided following the workshop.




What is a Patent Ductus Arteriosus (PDA)

A PDA is a common, often inherited congenital heart defect where a fetal blood vessel fails to close after birth,
causing blood to overload the lungs. It allows blood to shunt abnormally between the aorta and the pulmonary
artery.

Symptoms: Puppies may be small/stunted, tire easily, cough, rapid breathing or exhibit a machifikeyheart
murmur.

Diagnosis: Vet usually suspects it during a physical exam, definitive diagnosis is made with an echocardiog-
raphy. (heart ultrasound)

Treatment: By surgical correction, a minimally invasive catheter is passed through the groin with a ductal
occlude device or trans arterial coil. Or a Thoracotomy incision is made between the ribs to close the vessel
and tied off with sutures. It should be done as soon as possible to prevent heart damage. If done before heart
failure, the success rate is very high, and prognosis is a normal life. If left untreated, mortality rate is 50% in
the first year. This is more common in females and small breeds.

Breeds at risk: Pomeranians, Maltese, Poodles, Bichon Frise, Chihuahua, and German Shepherds.

However, we have been noticing an influx of cases in some of our recent Bernese Mountain Dog rescues,
which is why we are sharing it with you.

Patent Ductus Arteriosus

Aorta

Loft Side
of Heart

J __Right Side
of Heart

Normal PDA



Rescue Corner (written by Julia A

Del&aFul l Heart €andl eh8hosypme

Central PA Humane Society reached out to us about a femalenénth Berner e |
puppy. She had a PDA grade level2l We were told if her PDA could be repaired, \ - e

there would be no limitations on her life expectancy. However if left untreated, he

life expectancy would only be a year and a half. A PDA repair costs about $7,00¢
$8,000 for the procedure. This is not a cost TRBMDC would financially be able te
handle.

We reached out to National Bernese Mountain Dog Rescue Network (NBMDRN)
Terri McDerrmott agreed to assist without hesitation. Medical fosters can be
difficult to find. Thankfully, Lynn and Jeff Rosenthal, from our Club, agreed to fos;
Delia. Lynn and Jeff wanted to give back, because one of their Greyhound rescug
was a medically fostered prior to their adoption. Delia had already been spayed ¢
an Echocardiogram was performed by the shelter. We picked up Delia on Decernr S R —

1 and were greeted by a puppy with a S )< Al ity
other issues. At her first Vet check, Delia tested positive for Lyme and Giardia. The | Lynn Rosen t hal pic
PDA treatment had to be delayed by a month until the other issues were resolved.

. ~ De|lé1 at e Huma.n
Deliads heart mur mur was reevaluated at Iu% earrll t o
need to kept on the cal mer side without éxXe { fherse

task for a puppy. Delia was relinquished by Amish breeders; we are unsure of her background. We were told by the

shelter that she was to be used in their breeding prog
comfortable in a home situation. She was not house trained. She also was insecure; however, very playful,
particularly with Rosenthal ds ol der boy Rookie. She I c

Finally after her Lyme and Giardia was clear; Delia was able to have her PDA surgery. Thankfully, she was able to

have the procedure with the catheter through the groin. Delia needed to be kept calm for another two weeks, but
unfortunately, she developed a seroma and needed anoth
caring for Delia, not only medically, but helping her come a long way with learning how to be a dog. NBMDRN
worked closely with Rosenthal ds through the whole proc
NBMDRN found a home that had everything on the check list that was good for being the best fit home. She will

have a 14-month-old Berner brother that will hopefully be able to keep up with her playfulness.

As Deliabds story was coming to a happy ending, Terr.i N\
This time, it was an 8veekold, male puppy from an Amish
breeders from Sugarcreek, Ohio that also had a PDA 4/6 |
grade level heart murmur. Mike and Jane Kosco, whom hafi®
volunteered their help to transport for NBMDRN, agreed to Rt
foster. Brunods story is | [&
looking a little more hopeful. The vet checked his murmur
and downgraded it to a level 2. His cardiology consultation
Blue Pearl confirmed the diagnosis; and the PDA surgery
be scheduled in two months.

We are thankful to NBMDRN for taking on these Berners in
need of critical medical care. As a small passive rescue clf
TRBMDC continues to raise fund to assist rescue Berners.
We raised $180 from a rescue raffle at our April, North Parkss
meeting/ walk that wil.l be [
care.
Bruno is the puppy (secon:
with Mi ke and Jane Kosk



Rescue Corner( cont 6d. ) (written by Jul i

Kona Gets a Fresh Start

parent, but that wasndt working out. Kona wa:
around it was a bit too much her. At first Kona was a great example of a dog around kids that they
even got a second dog. It was the last addition that was over the top for her, and she started to snapjat
the kids. Kona at 3 years old was already well trained, spayed, UDT on shots, good with other dogs §nd
cats. Just needing a quieter home. Jeff and Carolina Moran have rehomed a sweet girl before and
timing was just right for them to welcome Kona into their home. Kona will enjoy being pampered as the
only pet in the home and go for lots of walks. Kona seemed to fit in right away like it was meant to bg.

ﬁ(onac”)s family really struggl ed With—horrmiegehefi/vithg\o




Over the Rainbow Bridge

Cathy Barth and Jim Meyer lost their precious Leisel on Christmas Day 2025. For those of you who

perhaps do not know Leiselds story, she original/l
as a puppy from a breeder in Poland. Unfortunately, Bev passed in July, 2021 and Ken passed in
Mar c h, 2023. Sandi , Bevds sister, was unabl el to

help find her a forever home. Of course, we knew we could find a loving home for Leisel within the
Club. Cathy and Jim, without hesitation, agreed that they would love her like their own through her
senior years. It was a perfect fit! Plus the Club got to continue to see Leisel at club gatherings, so it
was a win/win for everyone. Now, Leisel is in heaven with Bev and Ken once again.

i f ever the Good Lord sent an angell] to earth
us joy everyday, from the time she ame home
beauti ful soul . Everyday was a gif wi th her
Run free sweet girl. You are al way in ojur I

Cathy and] Jim

4 Lei sa

DOB 5/ 5
DOD 12/

Rest i n




January thru April Birthday Hugs ng

! Roxey
Gébby' Lottie Hei di Jo
Happy 8th to Gabby Stonick/ Heidenreich 4
Happy 7th to Lottie Thomas 2/ 13/ 2019
Happy 5th to Heidi Jo Bowman 3/9/ 2021
Happy 4th to Roxey Sutton 2/ 1/ 2022
Happy 3rd to Buddy Sarring 3/ 23/ 2023
Happy 3rd to Cabot Stonick/ Heidenreich
2/ 8/ 2023
Buddy
Happy 2nd to Dolce Artuso 2119/ 2024

Happy Birth Day td pessa Air obeae

Happy Birth Day t ¢ awson Mill burn

_ 1/ 21/ 2026
Happy Birth Day tc unter Sparks

Happy Birth Day t ¢ Mozart Reardon
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Dawson Hunt er Mozar't



