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Our Annual Meeting, Awardõs Celebration and Holiday Party was held on                             

December 6th at DeNunzioõs Restaurant and was a great time. Lots of us were in 

attendance; and it was fun to socialize, while not also trying to control our four 

legged friends.  However, I am thinking a few doggie bags made it home to our 

furry friends.  We voted on our 2026-2027 TRBMDC Officers and Board Members; 

and the Membership unanimously agreed on our nominees. Julia held a raffle of a 

hand painted Berner lamp, a large stuffed Berner and a raffle basket.  In addition,    

Donna and Bill Stayduhar donated some dog treats and gifts to be raffled off.  We 

took the opportunity to recognize those Berners and their owners who earned   

titles in 2025. Lastly, we held our holiday gift exchange.  There were so many 

great gifts exchanged. 

 

Iõd also like to reflect on our recent meeting and Therapy Dog Program at Twin 

Lakes Park.  Becki Sarring presented the program and did an excellent job.  Becki 

and her German Shepherd, Stormy, have actively been doing therapy work for 

quite some time.  Several of our other members have also been involved in     

therapy work with their Berners through different organizations. Not all dogs é 

and not all Berners have the temperament to be Therapy Dogs, despite how cute 

they might be!  Therapy work involves a lot of very specific training.  The qualified 

pups can visit hospitals, nursing homes, schools and libraries when invited.  Becki 

shared the differences between Therapy Dogs, Emotional Support Dogs and    

Service Dogs.  An Emotional Support Dogs gives emotional support to one specific 

person.  In comparison, a Service Dog will help a specific person who has a         

disability by providing mobility help or a seizure alert.  The Therapy Dog is invited 

to a community to provide comfort and joy to a community or facility.  Therapy 

work is a very rewarding and bonding activity to do with your Berner, given the 

right disposition of your dog.  A lot of training is involved for all of the above      

services.   

 

Linda Klei followed the Therapy discussion with some games and prizes for our 

Berners.  I canõt believe she did the dreaded Sock Race!  The Musical Dog Walk 

was also very entertaining. Seemed like Bert had the inside scoop on the games -

maybe he was practicing at home in advance? 

 

Oh behalf of myself, the TRBMDC Officers and Board, I                                                 

would like to wish all of you and your Berners a Happy                                           

Holiday Season and a Happy New Year.  Hope to see                                                            

all of you active in next yearõs activities.  Stay turned                                                                

for the 2026 TRBMDC Calendar and specifics on our                                                            

February Meeting and event.   

 

TRBMDC President,    Karen Artuso 



 

 

Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Dog Club Meeting Minutes  

Saturday, October 11, 2025 - Twin Lakes Park (Pavilion 4) 

    

The following attendees were at the meeting:  

Julia Airgood (Remi & Margo), Karen Artuso, Rex & Debbie  Baughmen (Minka), Cathy Barth & Jim Meyer (Charlie & Leisel), 

Denni Chappetta (visitor & Rio), Bert & Linda Klei (Enzo & Etta), Bruce Lanke & Julie Young (Maddie), Donna Millburn, 

Becki Sarring (Buddy) and Dale & Mary Sparks (Shania). 

 

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT:   President, Karen Artuso 

Welcome everyone, we are glad you are here on this beautiful fall day to hear a very interesting discussion on Therapy 

work with your dogs. We will have a brief meeting followed by lunch and then our program. Today, we have Becki Sarring 

with us. She has been training and volunteering with Top Dog Training in Youngwood for years.  She is going to enlighten 

us on the difference between Service Dogs, Emotional Support Dogs and Therapy Dogs.  She will share the characteristics 

of a good, therapy dog, Temperament testing, Therapy organizations, and how to get started.   

 

Before we get started, I would like to introduce our visitor, Denni Chiappetta.  Denni recently moved back to Pittsburgh 

after living in Louisiana,  Denni belonged to the Lone Star Bernese Mountain Dog Club in Texas for the last 15 years.    

She held a few club positions and has attended many Bernese Mountain Dog National Specialties.  She is also a BMDCA 

member.  Denni has her Berner, Rio, with her today.  (His registered name is Tumbleweedõs  Crossing the Red River by     

U-turn ). He is a 1-1/2 year old, male.  Denni is anxious to get involved with our Club.   

 

In addition, Linda Klei has some fun doggie games planned with our pups following our luncheon. 

 

REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT:  Vice President, Donna Millburn - No report. 

 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY / ELECTIONS / MEMBERSHIP: Secretary, Amy Lindenfelder  No report. 

 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER:  Treasurer, Ralph Artuso    

Checking Account Balance as of 6/30/25 is $3,786.50 and as of 7/31/25 ðis  $3,801.50.  (A few bills are still outstand-

ing from food, speakers and park rentals.) 

Rescue Account Balance as of 6/30/25 is $4,556.55.  As of  7/31/25 - $4,256.55.  We continue to make good use of 

our rescue funds to assist active, Berner Rescue organizations in need of financial support. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

AKC CORRESPONDENCE: KAREN ARTUSO  - No report 

PASSIVE RESCUE:  JULIA AIRGOOD   

There are several raffles being held today.  A beautiful, hand-painted, Berner lamp and a stuffed Berner will be raffled  

today and also at the Holiday Party.  In addition, another gift basket is being raffled. The winner will be selected today. 

REGIONAL CLUB COUNCIL:   JOYE NEFF  - No report 

PERFORMANCE EVENTS:  No report 

TRBMDC WEBSITE:  DENISE REARDON  - No report  
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FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM: AMY LINDENFELDER - Be sure to check out the Agility video on Instagram! 

NEWSLETTER (TRBMDC INCLINE): DONNA MILLBURN  

Please forward your favorite .jpg photos to Donna Millburn at Dmillb@comcast.net for inclusion in the Incline.  In addition, 

we started to highlight different members and their furry friends in the Incline. 

PUPPY REFERRAL: KAREN ARTUSO   No additional puppy requests have been received. 

AWARDS: JULIA AIRGOOD  

If you have received a title on your dog in 2025, be on the look-out for information regarding  what is required to obtain or 

update your dogõs TRBMDC plaque.   

SUNSHINE:  GWEN GEIS No report 

 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS:   

We had a great time at Harrison Hills Park and 4 pups passed their AKC Canine Good Citizen test. Beth McGonigal did a 

great job helping our dogs demonstrate their good puppy manners! Following the testing, Julia and Donna demonstrated 

what is required to take an AKC Trick Dog Novice Test.  It is a natural follow-up to the Canine Good Citizen Test.   

NEW BUSINESS: 

TRBMDC Officers / Board Positions:  We would like to thank Cathy Barth for her leadership in working with the Board 

to present a list of nominees for the Clubõs open Officer and Board positions. For the 2026-2027 term.  Shown below are 

is the slate from the Nominating Committee. 

   President:  Bert Klei   

 Vice President:  Karen Artuso  

 Treasurer:  Ralph Artuso (accepted second term) 

 Board Director:  Marty Sutton  

 Board Director:  Julie Young   

 Board Director:  Donna Millburn   

 Board Director:  Denise Reardon (accepted second term) 

 Board Director:  Joye Neff (accepted second term) 

 

NEXT EVENT / MEETING:    

The December Annual Meeting, Holiday Party, and Awards Ceremony will be held on Saturday, December 6 at DeNunzioõs 

Restaurant in Monroeville starting at 1:00 p.m.  

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Mary Sparks and seconded by Julie Young . 

 

        Respectfully Submitted by Amy Lindenfelder 
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Therapy Dog Discussion at Twin Lakes Park     (October 11, 2025) 
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Therapy Dogs:  Bring Comfort, Connection, and Joy 

What is a Therapy Dog? 

¶ A Therapy Dog is a dog with a specific temperament that is trained to provide    

comfort, affection, and emotional support to people in community settings such as 

hospitals, schools, nursing homes, and libraries. 

¶ They are part of a volunteer team - one human handler and one dog - working    

together to brighten someoneõs day. 

¶ Therapy Dogs are not granted public access rights (they may only go where invited). 

 

Differences between Therapy, Service and Emotion Support Animals 

¶ Service Dogs perform specific tasks for one person with a disability (e.g. Guide 

Dog, Seizure Alert, Mobility Assistance). 

¶ Emotional Support Dogs provide emotional comfort to one person. 

¶ Therapy Dogs provide comfort and joy to others in the community or facility        

settings. 

 

Characteristics of a Good Therapy Dog 

¶ Friendly, confident, calm 

¶ Enjoys being pet by strangers 

¶ Comfortable around wheelchairs, walkers, loud noises 

¶ Well-socialized with other dogs and people 

Therapy Organizations: 

¶ Alliance of Therapy 

Dogs (ATD) 

¶ Pet Partners 

¶ Therapy Dog                      

International (TDI) 

¶ Love on a Leash 

¶ American Kennel Club 

(AKC) 

¶ The Top Dog Therapy 

Team  
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Therapy Dog Discussion at Twin Lakes Park     (October 11, 2025) 
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Therapy Dog Discussion at Twin Lakes Park     (October 11, 2025) 
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Now for the Games at Twin Lakes Park     (October 11, 2025) 



 

 

Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Dog Club Meeting Minutes  

Saturday, December 6, 2025 - DeNunzioôs Italian Restaurant (starting at 1:00 p.m.) 

Page 8 

 

The following attendees were at the meeting:  

Wayne & Julia Airgood, Bob & Michele Albert, Karen Artuso, Cathy Barth & Jim Meyer, Denni Chiappetta, Bert & Linda 

Klei, Bruce Lanke & Julie Young, Amy Lindenfelder, Karen Maravich, Donna Millburn, Jeff & Lynn Rosenthal, Dale & Mary 

Sparks, Bill & Donna Stayduhar, John & Marty Sutton, Pat & Megan Thomas, and Randy & Betsy Walter. 

 

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT:   President, Karen Artuso 

We are so glad to see all of you here today. This is a fun event for our group. I must thank my VP for all sheõs done for me 

over these last 4 years. I was very nervous to take on this job, but that was foolish. Donna has such a detailed             

understanding of our club that the two of us had a good time working to keep this club going after Covid and to step out 

and try a few new things. We are excited to see so many people interested in carting with our dogs. After hearing how 

there were many club members in the past who did the carting, it is great to see it coming back. This is an amazing group 

of people, who are generous with their time and with their money. We have several members who are not able to come to 

the meetings, but enthusiastically support this group. A few, like Lynn & Dale Hawkinson get a pass since they live in 

South Carolina, but we also have members north of Butler and West Virginia. Thatõs certainly an example of the                  

dedication to these dogs as well as an interest in gathering to do dog stuff! Thanks to that dedication, the Club has               

survived Covid and continues to grow. We were sad to lose one of our long-standing members this year, Joyce Frey. She 

was the one who helped me with our first Berner, Poco, and introduced me to the club. Thanks to all of you for all youõve 

done to make my job easier!!  

 

REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT:  Vice President, Donna Millburn - No report. 

 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY / ELECTIONS / MEMBERSHIP: Secretary, Amy Lindenfelder                                  

We will be voting on a couple new members (Karen Maravich and Denni Chiappetta) at our February, 2026 meeting. 

 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER:  Treasurer, Ralph Artuso    

Checking Account Balance as of 10/31/25 was $1,414.76 and as of 11/30/25 ðis  $1,264.76  

Rescue Account Balance as of 10/31/25 was $3842.22.  As of  11/30/25 - $3892.22.  We continue to make good use 

of our rescue funds to assist active, Berner Rescue organizations in need of financial support. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

AKC CORRESPONDENCE: KAREN ARTUSO  - No report 

PASSIVE RESCUE:  JULIA AIRGOOD   

There are several raffles being held today.  A beautiful, hand-painted, Berner lamp, a stuffed Berner, and a raffle basket.  

In addition, Bill and Donna Stayduhar have provided us with some dog treats and additional items to raffle.   

Jeff and Lynn Rosenthal have opened their hearts to yet another Berner, originally named Fall Harvest (now Delia -  

meaning HEART in Latin.. She is still a puppy, but has been diagnosed with a hole in her heart and a heart murmur.  She 

will needs lots of financial support for surgeries to help her get well.  The National Bernese Mountain Dog Club have 

agreed to finance any operations, if the Rosenthatls are able to transport her to the specialist to get the necessary heart 

operation(s) that she will need.  She is a very happy and loving little girl, currently in the loving care of Lynn and Jeff. The 

Club will assist, as always, however we can.     
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Saturday, December 6, 2025 - DeNunzioôs Italian Restaurant (starting at 1:00 p.m.) 

Page 9 

 

FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM: AMY LINDENFELDER - No update 

NEWSLETTER (TRBMDC INCLINE): DONNA MILLBURN  

Please forward your favorite .jpg photos to Donna Millburn at Dmillb@comcast.net for inclusion in the Incline.  In addition, 

we started to highlight different members and their furry friends in the Incline. 

PUPPY REFERRAL: KAREN ARTUSO   No additional puppy requests have been received. 

AWARDS: JULIA AIRGOOD  

The following Berners and their owners will be recognized today: 

 Karen (Dolce) Artuso, Bert & Linda (Etta) Klei, Donna (Rayne) Millburn, Dale & Mary (Shaniai) Sparks, John & Marty 

 (Roxey) Sutton, Megan (Ebbe) Thomas 

SUNSHINE:  GWEN GEIS  

Recently, Gwen send sympathy cards to the Frey family on the passing of our dear friend, Joyce.   

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS:  

A very big thank you to Cathy Barth and Mary Sparks to their service for the last four years to our TRBMDC Board.  Acting as 

Directors, they were a big help to the Club.    

NEW BUSINESS: 

TRBMDC Officers / Board Positions:  We would like to thank Cathy Barth for her leadership in working with the Board to 

present a list of nominees for the Clubõs open Officer and Board positions for the 2026-2027 term.  Shown below is the 

slate of nominees, who were all elected by secret ballot to their 2026-2027 TRBMDC terms.  

   President:  Bert Klei   

 Vice President:  Karen Artuso  

 Treasurer:  Ralph Artuso (accepted second term) 

 Board Director:  Marty Sutton  

 Board Director:  Julie Young   

 Board Director:  Donna Millburn   

 Board Director:  Denise Reardon (accepted second term) 

 Board Director:  Joye Neff (accepted second term) 

 

NEXT EVENT / MEETING:    

Stay tuned for an announcement on next yearõs schedule of events, once the Board and Officers have had a chance to 

meet.  Also watch for a posting of the February, 2026 Meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Mary Sparks and seconded by Julie Young . 

         

        Happy Holidays, Everyone! 

        Respectfully Submitted by Amy Lindenfelder 
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TRBMDC Meeting, Holiday Party and Awards Celebration  
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Congrats to all of the TRBMDC 2025 Award Winners  
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                  Congratulations on your New Titles  

Julia and Wayne Airgood 

òMargoó                                              

Olekaõs Zoom Flying High at Hartwood 

TKA - Trick Dog Advanced 

MSP - Masters Jumpers Preferred 

MXP - Masters Agility Excellent Preferred 

THD - Therapy Dog >50 Visits 

Karen and Ralph Artuso 

òDolceó                                                 

Swiss Charm Dolce Ragazza 

CGC -  Canine Good Citizenship  

Linda and Bert Klei 

òEtta Jamesó                                   

Thorncreeks At Last 

STAR Puppy  

CGC - Canine Good Citizenship 

Marty and John Sutton 

òRoxeyó                                                           

Wild Wood Rosesõs Sassy Roxey 

TKN - Trick Dog Novice 

TKI - Trick Dog Intermediate 

FIT B - Fit Dog Bronze 

FIT S - Fit Dog Silver 

Julia and Wayne Airgood 

òRemió                                              

Olekaõs Que Up Rembrant at Hartwood 

TKA - Trick Dog Advanced 

Donna Millburn 

òRayneó 

Cedar Creekõs Fire and Rayne 

TKN - Trick Dog Novice 

Megan Thomas 

òEbbeó 

Brunauge IMA Spoonful EBB Sugar 

STAR Puppy 

CGC - Canine Good Citizenship 

 

Dale & Mark Sparks 

òShaniaó 

Mount Magicõs Man! I feel Like a     

Woman! 

CGC - Canine Good Citizenship 
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Bring on the Exchange Gifts! 
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2026-2027 TRBMDC Elected Officers and Board of Directors 

The following Officers and Board of Directors were elected into office by TRBMDC members at our Annual 

Meeting held on December 6, 2025.  Thank you for accepting the positions to serve our Club for a                 

two-year term.   

 President:  Bert Klei   

 Vice President:  Karen Artuso  

 Treasurer:  Ralph Artuso (accepted second term) 

 Board Director:  Marty Sutton  

 Board Director:  Julie Young   

 Board Director:  Donna Millburn   

 Board Director:  Denise Reardon (accepted second term) 

 Board Director:  Joye Neff (accepted second term) 

      

Berner Trivia  

1. What do they call Bernese Mountain Dogs in Switzerland today?  Was that what the Swiss            

originally called the breed?  

2. Name three other breeds closely related to the Bernese Mountain Dog in Switzerland. 

3. Although Bernese Mountain dogs appear square in proportion é are they supposed to be slightly 

taller in height or slightly longer in body é according to the Bernese Mountain Dog Standard?  

4. Name one disqualification that would eliminate a Berner from being shown in a Conformation 

Show? 

5. Was it really eight tiny reindeer plus    

Rudolph who pulled Santaõs sleigh? 

Or ??? 

Send your answers to Dmillb@comcast.net and you might just win a prize!   



 

 

Page 15 

November / December Birthday Hugs 

TRBMDC Members:  Donõt forget to let us know if we have missed your Bernerõs Birthday.  If so, there is a 

good chance the he/she is not in our birthday spreadsheet.  Please send an email to Dmillb@comcast.net       

advising his/her Call Name, Registered Name, DOB, Ownerõs name and Berner-Garde Number.   

Happy 9th Birthday to Remi (11/27/2016) and 

Happy 5th Birthday to Margo (12/2/2020) Airgood Happy 5th Birthday to Tonka Thomas 
(11/2/2020) 

Happy 2nd Birthday to Ansley Lewis 
(11/17/2023) Happy 3rd Birthday to Rayne Millburn 

(11/12/2022) 
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Enjoying the Good Life  

Aunt Denise paying a visit 

Cheers! 

What do I do if I see a deer, Mon? 
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Enjoying the Good Life  

and é  

All settled in for a long           

winterôs nap! 

However, it is not very ladylike! 

Love the all beef, made in USA,    

shin bone the Club gave us at the                   

Holiday Party é                                         

best doggie bag treat ever!!        

Hope you like yours too!  

Check out the ñBerner Treeò that our 

Mom puts up for us every year! 

Do you have a ñBerner Treeò 

too?  If so, please share! 
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