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TRBMDC  Incline:
— =il Official Newsletter of the Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Dog Club
(LISOAFE t2AYVQa4 ; ~
f b2GS FTNRY 2dINJ t NSAARSY . _
q 88 3 A o il 18 We are in the middle of summer, and it is a good time to reflect on what we
a oY am o ZE (ﬁaye done as a club in the first half of the year. We have been able to
l /Clg N\Jg o %IQ 3, §/ K2 ¢ [E\i/%eﬁ and hold, events each month. The highlights so far have been the
o R 11 Draft Workshop, AKC Farm Dog Demonstration, and-ream Social.
T LOS /NBIY {2I0OAFf aSY2NASa
1 tyydz £ t A Oy X|OTHe éominkrsthread for the events was that they were all on Saturdays for
t Ndi@za €410y H [ which rain with a chance of clearing out was predicted. Being as stubborn as
T kLR . ANLKR| éur do%s, Wedidok Welzthénce and continued as planned. Except for a few
FYR tdzAdzad A Yidkied o e end of farm dog, and the iceream social stubbornness paid
T wsaodzg -w I/ SINDff, Yoy never can predict Pittsburgh weather.
bSég [SIas 2| [ATS
T ¢ .St dze Fdz 3|2 We wete/able & attract large crowds at our events. The only exception being
UKS wnuT . a N I the itedre8H okidl i July. This was no surprise, since the thread of tornados
f ¢w. as5/ NJ 3 38| was added to the thread of thunderstorms. For those of you who did not
1 . SNYSNE& 9y 2zl magkait, youdogpmisgsed out on a tasty, free, puqup. At least that is what
[ AFS Enzo and Etta told me. If the human iceream was any indication, they were
1 ¢w. a5/ /I t Sy|ReoNect.
Letds keep the momentum going in thie

some great events coming up, the TRBMDC Annual Picnic, a Rodeo

Demonstration, and the annual Holiday Party. In between, we will have some

. Qg togetherplans. These are exciting times for the club. After welcoming a ne%/
r_

mempgr in the beginning of the year, we have received three additional memb

m phipragplications. We hope to be able to vote on their memberships soon. If y
see new faces at our events, reach out and make them feel welcome. Maybe

y dffen ta erthelr gpoidsaryif they want to become members. Finding sponsors

A 5 9ften e Bardestpart of completing the membership application.
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c fur Board hopes to see you all soon.
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Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Dog Club Meeting Minutes

June 27, 2026 Farm Dog Meetihgt h  Mc Goni gal 6s Far

Thefollowing attendees were at the meeting:

Karen Artuso (Dolce), Julia Airgood (Dessa), Cathy Barth & Jim Meyer, Bert and Linda Klei (Enzo & Etta),
Pam Herbert (Maizee), Bruce Lanke and Julie Young (Maddie), Amy Lindenfelder, Kristy and Randy Lewis
(Ansley), Gus Mc Bride and Tracy Sweeney (Ursa), Karen Mankevich (Fiiona), Donna Millburn (Dawson),

Becki Sarring & Baby Chase, Marty Sutton (Roxey), and Megan and Pat Thomas (Ebbe)

REPORT OF THE PRESN President, Bert Klei
1 The April 25, 2026 (North Park Dog Walk) meeting minutes were approved as published.

1 The next meetings and get togethers will be July 18th in South Fa@cant Pavilion4:00 p.m. and August
at 3:00 p.m. for the Annual Summer Picnic at Artus

1 There is a Pet Fund within the Berner Garde Foundation, that may be able to help with health expenses for
your Berne[]i if you are unable to afford to medical treatment of surgery. Additional info is available through
Berner Garde.

9T Todayds raffle is to benefit the Clubds rescue eff

REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENE President, Karen ArtuseNo report.
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY / ELECTIONS / MEMBERSidjfert.

REPORT OF THE TRERER Treasurer, Ralph Artuso
Checking Account Balance in the Main Checking Account as of May 31, 2026 is $3,732.70.
Rescue Account Balance in the Rescue Account as of May 31, 2026 is $3,135.70.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
AKC CORRESPONDENKRERENARTUSO No report

PASSIVE RESCUBRJLIA AIRGOOD

1 Buddy is a 3.6 year old male, who was with Kristy Lewis. Buddy was not getting along with her males and got
aggressive. Katherine Skerl from Potomac BMDC helped to find a home for him and so far, the first week

has gone well.

1 Three Berner breeding females were picked up by the Great Pyrenees Club of Western PA Rescue. One of
them, Lucy, has found a home.

REGIONAL CLUB COUNCIOYE NEFFNo report

1 Some upgrades have been made to Berner Garde.

1 There is an emergence of New World Screwworms in June in southwest Texas and New Mexico. These are
the first cases in the US in 60 years. Screwworms are parasitic flies who larvae burrow into the living tissue
of warmblooded animals typically through a wound. Stay tuned for more information.

PERFORMANCE EVENTSLIA AIRGOGMo Report.
TRBMDC WEBSITEENISE REARDOMo report, but everything is updated.




Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Dog Club M

FACEBOOK AND INSTABRAMY LINDENFELDERO report

NEWSLETTER (TRBMDC INCLINENNA MILLBURN

1 As always, please forward any photos or articles that you would like shared in the Incline to Donna Millburn.
PUPPY REFERRAAREN ARTUSO One request was received in the past two months.

AWARDSIJULIA AIRGOOD No report

SUNSHINEGWEN GEIS No report

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Club Insurance- It was decided that the Club will switch to Erie Insurance for our coverage, since it will also cover
the Officers and Members from being sued.

NEW BUSINESS:

1 We are looking for a Club member, living in Monroeville, to help obtain a pavilion at Monroeville Park West
for our upcoming Rodeo Workshop on October 17th. Tracy Sweeney may be able to assist. We will discuss
with her and report back.

BRAGS:

f Julia Airgoodds Dessa got -fa-BueBuppyBhowipjude. at Nort h Co

f Julia Airgoodds Margo got her PAX title To earn t
Masters Jumpers with the weave and standard course. Margo and Julia have been invited to AKC Agility
Invitational (as a first round pick) to compete in Orlando, Florida on Decemberld

f On June 1, Bert and Linda Kleids Etta received her
Team (PITT) (formerly Top Dog Therapy Team). PITT is an AKC recognized therapy training organization.

9 Donna Mill burnds Dawson achieved AKC STAR Puppy

NEXT EVENT / MEETINGaturday, August 8 (3:00 p.m.), Annual TRBMDC Summer Pieiac t uso06s Farn

ADJOURNMENT motion was made Donna Millburn and seconded by Julie Young to adjourn the meeting and
proceed with the Farm Dog Workshop to be presented by Beth McGonigal.




TRBMDC June Meeting and AKC Farm Dog Workshop
Hosted by Beth McGonigal, Leechburg, PA

A huge THANKS to Beth McGonigal and her husband for hosting TRBMDC members at their beautiful farm
for the AKC Farm Dog Workshop. Beth did a great job providing an overview of the twelve evaluation criteria
on the certification test. A copy of the Farm Dog Certification Test Evaluation follows the photos. Beth is
certified by AKC as an evaluator for the Farm Dog Test. The overall assessment is meant to show that the
dog is consistently responsive to the handler and exhibits setfntrol while exposed to a farm environment.

Since Bernese Mountain Dogs are considered OWorking
where they worked with the Swiss farmers, becoming exposed and eventually certified as a Farm Dog is
meant to be!
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Walking on Unusual Farm Surfaces







AKC Farm Dog Certification Test Evaluation

FARM DOG CERTIFIED TEST

12 Elementy

The Farm Dog Certified Test consists of 12 situations that
a dog might encounter in a typical farm environment.
All of the exercises are done on leash.

Test 1: Greet the judge

The handler appreaches the judge with the dog at their
side on a loose lead, The dog must not jump, or show
aggression or excessive shyness.,

Test 2: Walk around the farm and a passive stranger
The handler walks the dog on a loose lead at least 200
feet around a variety of objects and near a sitting person.

Test 3: Jump on hay/straw bale
Handler instructs the dog to jump on a bale and stay until
released by the judge.

Test 4: Walk past farm animals
Handler walks the dog on a loose lead in view of
penned farm animals.

Test §: Walk over or through unusual surfaces

The handler walks the dog over three unusual surfaces,
such as a plastic tarp, a sheet of plywood, and metal
grating lying flat on the ground.

Test 6: Supervised separation
The handler places the dog in a crate and walks out of
sight for a minimum of 1 minute.

Test 7. Pass through a gate

The dog stays while the handler opens the gate, passes
through on the handler's command, and stays while the
handler closes the gate.

Test 8: Handler feeds livestock
The dog is tethered while the handler appreaches and
feeds livestock in an anclosurea.

Test 9: Reaction to another dog
The dog remains stationary on a loose lead while another
dog is walked by twice, about 10 feet away.

Test 10: Reaction to noise distraction

The daog is exposed to tawo common farm sounds (such as
hammering nails, leaf blowers, tractor engine, etc.)
and must not panic,

Test 11: Dog approaches livestock

The handler approaches penned livestock with the dog on
a loose lead. The dog may not lunge or be fearful or
aggressive to the stock

Test 12: Physical examination

The handler examines the dog for plant matenal or debris
collected while working on the farm—examining the ears,
eyes, mouth, coat, and toes.

Test tems 2-11 may be conducled in a different order than Feled

Things to

1

Know:

To participate in th
Dog Certification, vy
must be mini mum of 9
of age

Your Berner must hav
the foll owing regist
T AKC

T Purebred Alterna
Listing (PAL)

T AKC Partners Num
for purebred not
registered

Your dog must pass t
El ements and will be
by two certified AKC

Treats are not per mi

your dog during the
certification proces
All exercises wild.l b

on a | eash



Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Dog Club Ice Cream Social
South Park Grant Pavilion (July 18, 2026) (written by Bruce Lar

On July 18, members of the Three Rivers Bernese Mountain Club gathered at Grant Pavilion in South Park
for an afternoon that combined three of our favorite things: our Berners, good conversation, and ice cream.
The weather cooperated beautifully (despite the dreadful forecast) giving everyone a comfortable afternoon
for a walk along the Corrigan Drive walking path to the Creamery before the group settled in at Flora Park
Creamery to cool off.

The walk itself was a highlight, with a long line of Berners and their people making their way along Corrigan
Drive under a sky that couldn't have cooperated more. Big dogs, small kids, and everyone in between fell
into an easy rhythm together, tails wagging the whole way.

Once the walk wrapped up, the group made its way to Flora Park Creamery, where Penn State Creamery
flavors were the star of the show. Plenty of cones and cups were passed around for the huntaasd,

of course, pup cups for the real guests of honor. The dogs waited (mostly) patiently while their people
compared notes on flavors like Alumni Swirl and Death by Chocolate.

Inside the creamery, the dogs settled in for some relaxed peoplatching (and a little flavor board
browsing of their own), while conversation carried on among old friends and new. It was a great chance
to catch up, share stories, and enjoy some walharned downtime after the walk.

A special welcome goes out to the several new Berner lovers who joined us for the first time, including
Callie, who fit right in with the group from the start. It's always a treat to see new fadetsvo and
fourdegged alikefi become part of the club.

Thanks to everyone who came out to make the day such a success. Here's to the next Three Rivers
Bernese Mountain Club gathering!




Invites YOU and Your Berners to our
TRBMDC Annual Picnic

When: Saturday, August 8 (starting at 3:00 p.m.)

What:  Brief Meeting followed by lots of fun at the Summer Picnic

o There will be a puppy pool for the dogs to cool off, games, draft carts
to practice with (no instruction this time), and photos!

« Bring a gently used Berner/Dog item ... and take a new-to-YOU
Berner /Dog item home

« Rescue Raffle

Where: Artuso’s Farm

o Address: 2231 Brinkerton Rd., Greensburg, PA 15601
Take PA Turnpike to Greensburg Exit (Route 30) and follow GPS.

« Ifyour Berner does not play nicely off leash or is in heat, please leave

he/she home.

Refreshments:

o Fried Chicken and grilled hotdogs will be provided. Please bring a side
dish or dessert.

What else to Bring:
o A slightly used, unwrapped Berner/Dog item to exchange in the
Summer Picnic Exchange
o Leash, treats, water, poop bags and lawn chair

RSVP to Dmillb@comcast.net ... no later than August 5th
f » ¥ ‘_4, W
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